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sent down to cross-question Elizabeth. She kept
her wits about her, and saw that she must baffle
her questioner if she could. He got nothing out
of her, though he reported "yet I do see in her
face that she is guilty ". Elizabeth was too young
at this time, and too frightened, not so much for
herself as for the danger to the man she was fond
of to be able to keep her face a mask. But she
could, and did, manage to control her tongue.
She simply denied all knowledge of any plots or
plans of Seymour's, and she stuck to this story
until she wore down her opponent. Then, as
cross-questioning had not frightened her into
giving any information, a lady whom she had
liked was sent down to try to win her confidence
and get her to tell what she and Seymour had been
doing. The Protector himself sent her a very
" gentle " letter, telling her that the best thing
was to be frank and that she need not be afraid
of telling the truth. Elizabeth was not to be
caught in this way, and still would not say anything
at all
Next came what must have been a frightful
shock for her. Her servants, away in the Tower,
lost their nerve, and confessed they had acted as
go-betweens to Seymour. But they only said
they had discussed money matters and the lands
Elizabeth owned, for Seymour had a grand plan
for getting her private lands allotted next to his
estates, so that they could jointly control a large
area. A paper in their handwriting, which, of